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TO THE EDITOR OF THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


Dear Srr.—Several years ago, in reading the life of Dr. Cole- 
man, one of the venerable and pious ministers of Boston, I found 
an account of the family of Mrs. Rowe, so well known by her De- 
vout Exercises of the Heart, which I do not remember seeing in 
any other place, nor hearing from any person. The book is long 
since out" of print, and the volume = out of reach; but the 
narrative is so strongly impressed on my mind, the following rela- 
tion may be relied on as correct. 

Dr. Coleman was very intimate in the family of Mr. Singer, fa- 
ther of Mrs. Rowe, and highly delighted with the genius and piety 
of Elizabeth. Among other topicks which filled up the hours of 
their happy intercourse, Miss Singer introduced the character and 
history of a lamented sister, whom she had been called tobury. In 
addition to fine natural endowments, she spoke of her as pt Ne 
with the lasting graces of well chosen literature, and the most de- 
sirable species of mental improvement. But her chief distinction 
was, that she was eminently a christian: an evident maturity for 
“the world to come” was conspicuous in her character. 

About the age, perhaps, of sixteen, Elizabeth, afterwards Mrs. 
Rowe, suffered the attack of extreme disease. The power of me- 
dicine was tried in vain, and the family felt themselves compelled 
to resign her to approaching dissolution. 

At this time the sister came in to announce the fears, which had 
taken possession of their minds. As she sat by her side, she asked 
her, whelipe she felt herself prepared and willing to obey the sum- 
mons of Death. She replied in substance as follows:—*Sister, I 
am not destitute of a on of eternal happiness through my Re- 
deemer; but I confess, Ido not now feel that readiness, that victo- 
ry, that holy delight and desire in the thought of being ‘absent from 
the body and present with the Lord,’ which I have constantly pray- 
ed for, and expected to feel, when the solemn hour should come.” 
The sister immediately replied: —“I would humbly bless God, I do 
feel that temper; and if it should please Him now to call me away, 
fam ready to go.” She then kneeled down by the bedside, and 
fervently implored, that, as God had been pleased to give her that 
state of feelings suitable for a dying nour, which her sister did not 
then possess, if it were necessary that one of them should be taken, 
her sister might be spared, and herself called away instead. 

Vou. 1. 91 * 
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To the astonishment of all, her sister very shortly began to re. 
cover, and she was seized with the same disease, and in a few days 
died. 

This narrative Dr. Coleman had from the lips of Miss Singer: 
there is no room to question the truth of the facts related. Every 
one will make his own reflections. Some may treat the account as 
the work of a lively fancy, dressing up an ordinary occurrence in 
the habiliments of miracle. The pious mind, however, without the 
smallest disposition to swell the history of facts, will retlect, with 
solemn delight on the hidden causes that may from time to time re- 

uire the removal of the children of God to the unseen world. 
‘hat infant, which has been dedicated to God, and: now lies strig- 
gling in the arms of Death—some seducer, some servant of sin, 
down in the vale of Time, lies ambushed and watching for his soul. 
That pious youth, already tried in the work of the Redeemer, that 
was rising in all the loveliness of wisdom, religion, and truth; inspi- 
ring the highest hopes of activity, and usefulness, but now languish- 
ing and ~ and soon to quit the dust, he is not to be lost to the 
universe and the glorious kingdom of Christ. Let the cold clay 
be consigned 10 the tomb, the spirit occupies, perhaps, some post, 
for which life below was but a preparatory discipline; or bears, per- 
haps, some part in the chorus of heavenly praise, for which he 
alone was fitted. 
“Deep in the distance of eternity 
God sees a scene to us invisible.”* 


— +o 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


INSTRUCTION OF SLAVES. 


It has been often doubted, whether teaching slaves to read is con- 
sistent with the interest of their masters. Many are violently op- 
posed to every thing of the sort. Others think a blinder and more 
stupid errour does not exist than that a certain degree of mental 
improvement should be hurtful to any class of mankind. They 
cannot think, if God meant Africans for beasts, why he did not 
make them without souls. They believe such a connexion to sub- 
sist between the body and the soul, that a great part of the value of 
the body is lost, when the soul is suffered to lie buried in ignorance, 
and rudeness, and imbecility. 

This dispute is not likely to be settled by argument: both parties, 
however, ought to submit an appeal to facts, and abide the result of a 
fairexperiment. Let the master of a plantation make the honest trial: 
Let him give his slaves those substantial parts of education, which 
are necessary to conduct the business of life, and fitted to give en- 
ergy to the mind; especially that education, which affords the great- 
est facilities for the knowledge of God and the path of our duty. 
Let him, bona fide, take the same pains with the slave, which he 
does with his child: what would be the issue in point of interest to 
the master? 
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Among many instances, which the writer can positively adduce 
of benefit to the master, he will ask liberty to state the declaration 
of a planter in Jefferson county, Virginia. It is but a few days since 
he informed the writer that he had taught his slaves the rudiments 
of education, and was perfectly satisfied of the safety and utility of 
instruction. He mentioned that he was so well assured of their 
ability and integrity, he had purchased a tract of land, on which he 
intended to place them, and let them live by themselves. He spoke 
of one man among them, who had such a taste for reading, that, on 
oecasion of a doubt respecting a certain passage in the life of Crom- 
well, the slave was called in, and without any warning, stated the 
passage correctly as it stands in history. 

This man had been his waggoner, and repeatedly, on his jour- 
neys to Baltimore, had been entrusted by gentlemen in the neigh- 
bourhood with carrying 3, 4 or 5000 dollars to the city. 

He was asked the worth of that slave. He replied: “Sir, I would 
not part with him for any man’s money. If he is wanted to do 
og as a teacher, he shall go. If, however, I were disposed to sell 
im, his worth is not less than 2000 dollars.”»—Hear him. 

Montgomery, Sept. 15. A. B. 


ee 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


FROM THE PANOPLIST. 


MISSION IN CEYLON. 


Extracts from the Missionary Journal of Messrs. Warren, Rich- 
ards, Meigs, Poor,.and Bardwell, commenced at Columbo, March 


26, 1816. 
(Continued from page 317.) 


Friday, April 12. This morning the brethren went to the Ro- 
man Catholick church. It stands near Mr. Pereira’s house, about 
two miles from the fort; it is about 100 feet long and 60 feet wide. 
At 9 o’clock, A. M. the priests, three in number, went to the church 
and read mass. ‘Then with great apparent reverence and devotion, 
they uncovered an image, and exposed it to the view of the people. 
When one of the priests held the image erect, the other two kneeied 
and chanted prayers. It was then Jaid upon a rich and elegant 
carpet, with its face upwards, and placed upon the floor in the mid- 
dle of the church. Mr. Pereira, with much gravity and modera- 
tion, approached the feet of the image, kneeling and bowing three 
times at short intervals, and at length kissed its toe. The other 
priests went through the same ceremonies. Immediately there was 
a great and violent press of the people to touch and kiss the image. 
The priests then withdrew, and invited us to take some refresh- 
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ments with them. The conversation turned principally on the state 
of the Catholick religion on the island, and at Goa, at which place 
Mr. Pereira was educated. We informed them, that we were much 
indebted to Dr. Buchanan for information on these subjects. Mr, 
P. had seen Dr. B. and had heard that he had dropped down dead 
in the street. We corrected his mistake; answered several ques- 
tions respecting the Catholick religion in America; gave them an in- 
vitation to visit us; and took our leave of them. Soon after the 
priests left the church, the image was carried round the church 
without, followed by a multitude of worshippers. It was then laid 
upon the floor of the church as before; many candles were lighted 
around it, and two large basins placed to receive the offerings of 
those who worshipped. Immediately the people, who thronged the 
church, pressed upon each other, that as soon as possible they might 
make their offerings, bow, kiss some part of the image, cross them- 
selves, blow out two or three candles, light them again, and give 
place to others. Children of two, three or four years old, would go 
through these ceremonies with such regularity, as showed it was the 
result of much instruction and practice. Many infants at the breast 
were brought, and their lips and hands were put to the image. ‘This 
business continued till 4 or 5 o’clock, P. M. when this small image 
was removed, and a tragedy called the attention of the people with- 
out. In front of a large stage, which had been previously erected, 
the people sat and stood in such numbers as to cover many acres of 
ground. At a moderate calculation it was judged there were six 
or seven thousand persons present. All these were in a waiting 
posture. When a signal of attention was given, the curtains were 
withdrawn and an image of our Saviour, as large as life, appeared 
extended on the cross, and an image of the Virgin Mary, strung 
upon wires, atits side. Immediately there was a hoarse chattering 
throughout the whole multitude. ‘Thousands of torches and can- 
dies were lighted, and the people smote upon their naked breasts, 
as an expression of their grief. They were permitted to enjoy the 
sight but for a few moments at once. The curtains were drawn at 
intervals of eight or ten minutes. When evening approached, the 
priests went to the cross, accompanied by persons bearing ladders, 
a silver plate, (having in it a diver hammer, pincers, &c.) a bier 
and all things necessary for taking the image from the cross, and 
preparing it for burial. Much incense was offered; prayers were 
chanted by the priests, and the people were apparently agitated. 
As the image was taken from the cross, the image of the Virgin, 
having seven swords thrust through her heart, was made to embrace 
her son; and several other things were done to give an appearance 
of reality to the transactions. When the image was placed upon 
the bier, it was followed by the confused multitude, and deposited 
in asepulchre, in an apartment of the church. At this time the dis- 
cordant chantings and vociferations of the people, were extremely 
grating to the ear, and very naturally excited the idea, that the 
church must have been dedicated not to “the God of order,” but of 
confusion. Knowing that the people would continue in that state, 
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for a length of time, we returned home. In view of the inquiries, 
to which these scenes have given rise, it appears that the state of 
the Catholick religion, on this island, will prove to be one of the 
most formidable obstacles to the progress of Christianity. From 
the best information we have obtained, it appears that there are 
about 50,000 Catholicks on the island, and about 6,000 at Columbo. 
The priests have very great influence over the minds of this igno- 
rant people. ‘The method by which this influence has been obtained, 
viz. by diligence, perseverance, and constant personal intercourse 
with the natives, should be imitated by every Protestant missionary. 
Many and serious are the reflections excited m our minds by the 
events of this day. 
{ To be Continued.) 





MISSION AT BOMBAY. 


By the Saco, just arrived at Boston from Bombay, letters have 
been received from Messrs. Hall, Newell, and Bardwell. Commu- 
cations to the corresponding secretary of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, which have come to hand by this arrival. will appear hereaf- 
ter. In a letter to the treasurer, dated April 12, 1817, Mr. Bard- 
well says, “By the blessing of God, we all enjoy comfortable health, 
and are happy in our ack: I am engaged in studying the Mah- 
ratta; but in the present state of the printing department, my time 
is much occupied in the office.”? Mr. B. gives a particular account 
of the commencement of the printing establishment, and of the dif- 
ficulties and delays, which are such as must always be expected and 
encountered at the eutset of every new institution. Extracts from 
his letter will be published in a future number. 

In the joint letter of the missionaries to the treasurer they say, 
respecting their pecuniary affairs, “We have had much to learn by 
experience; and we trust that our experience will lead us to an ar- 
rangement, that will at once be the most economical and the most sa- 
tisfactory to all concerned.” 

By this vessel, and by previous arrivals, specimens of printing, 
executed at the mission-press, have been received.—Pan. 


Extracts from a letter written to the Rev. Dr. Morse by Mr. Hall, 
dated Bombay, April 18, 1817. 
‘sRevy. and Dear Sir, ‘ 
“I think I have already acknowledged the receipt of all your let- 
ters which have reached me. 
“How transporting it would be for me to relate, and for you to 
hear, the tidings of Hindoos converted to God through the labours 


of your missionaries in this place. But as yet it has pleased the 
Sovereign Disposer to withhold his converting grace from this hea- 
then people. ‘Thousands have heard from our lips the tidings of the 
Gospel, and many more are still hearing them from day to day. 
But, alas, so far as we can see, all seems to be as the seed that fell 
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ments with them. The conversation turned principally on the state 
of the Catholick religion on the island, and at Goa, at which place 
Mr. Pereira was educated. We informed them, that we were much 
indebted to Dr. Buchanan for information on these subjects. Mr, 
P. had seen Dr. B. and had heard that he had dropped down dead 
in the street. We corrected his mistake; answered several ques- 
tions respecting the Catholick religion in America; gave them an in- 
vitation to visit us; and took our leave of them. Soon after the 
priests left the church, the image was carried round the church 
without, followed by a multitude of worshippers. It was then laid 
upon the floor of the church as before; many candles were lighted 
around it, and two large basins placed to receive the offerings of 
those who worshipped. Immediately the people, who thronged the 
church, pressed upon each other, that as soon as possible they might 
make their offerings, bow, kiss some part of the image, cross them- 
selves, blow out two or three candles, light them again, and give 
place to others. Children of two, three or four years old, would go 
through these ceremonies with such regularity, as showed it was the 
result of much instruction and practice. Many infants at the breast 
were brought, and their lips and hands were put to the image. ‘This 
business continued till 4 or 5 o’clock, P. M. when this small image 
was removed, and a tragedy called the attention of the people with- 
out. In front of a large stage, which had been previously erected, 
the people sat and stood in such numbers as to cover many acres of 
ground. At a moderate calculation it was judged there were six 
or seven thousand persons present. All these were in a waiting 
posture. When a signal of attention was given, the curtains were 
withdrawn and an image of our Saviour, as large as life, appeared 
extended on the cross, and an image of the Virgin Mary, strung 
upon wires, at its side. Immediately there was a hoarse chattering 
throughout the whole multitude. ‘Thousands of torches and can- 
dies were lighted, and the people smote upon their naked breasts, 
as an expression of their grief. They were permitted to enjoy the 
sight but for a few moments at once. The curtains were drawn at 
interva!s of eight or ten minutes. When evening approached, the 
priests went to the cross, totes omg by persons bearing ladders, 
a silver plate, (having in it a silver hammer, pincers, &c.) a bier 
and a!l things necessary for taking the image from the cross, and 
preparing it for burial. Much incense was offered; prayers were 
chanted by the priests, and the people were apparently agitated. 
As the image was taken from the cross, the image of the Virgin, 
having seven swords thrust through her heart, was made to embrace 
her son; and several other things were done to give an appearance 
of reality to the transactions. When the image was placed upon 
the bier, it was followed by the confused multitude, and deposited 
in asepulchre, in an apartment of the church. At this time the dis- 
cordant chantings and vociferations of the people, were extremely 
grating to the ear, and very naturally excited the idea, that the 
church must have been dedicated not to “the God of order,” but of 
confusion. Knowing that the people would continue in that state, 
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for a length of time, we returned home. In view of the inquiries, 
to which these scenes have given rise, it appears that the state of 
the Catholick religion, on this island, will prove to be one of the 
most formidable obstacles to the progress of Christianity. From 
the best information we have obtained, it appears that there are 
about 50,000 Catholicks on the island, and about 6,000 at Columbo. 
The priests have very great influence over the minds of this igno- 
rant people. The method by which this influence has been obtained, 
viz. by diligence, perseverance, and constant personal intercourse 
with the natives, should be imitated by every Protestant missionary. 
Many and serious are the reflections excited im our minds by the 
events of this day. 
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By the Saco, just arrived at Boston from Bombay, letters have 
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sions, which have come to hand by this arrival. will appear hereaf- 
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and are happy in our dak I am engaged in studying the Mah- 
rattas but in the present state of the printing department, my time 
is much occupied in the office.” Mr. B. gives a particular account 
of the commencement of the printing establishment, and of the dif- 
ficulties and delays, which are such as must always be expected and 
encountered at the outset of every new institution. Extracts from 
his letter will be published in a future number. 

In the joint letter of the missionaries to the treasurer they say, 
respecting their pecuniary affairs, ‘We have had much to learn by 
experience; and we trust that our experience will lead us to an ar- 
rangement, that will at once be the most economical and the most sa- 
tisfactory to all concerned.” 

By this vessel, and by previous arrivals, specimens of printing, 
executed at the mission-press, have been received.—Pan. 


Extracts from a letter written to the Rev. Dr. Morse by Mr. Hall, 
dated Bombay, April 18, 1817. 
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“I think I have already acknowledged the receipt of all your let- 
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by the way side. In such a case, how consoling to be assured, that 
God’s word shall not return void, but shall surely accomplish the 
blessed end for which it was sent. 

‘We continue to labour from day to day in the same manner as 
mentioned in our former letters. ‘The addition of brother Bardwell 
to our number is a very great encouragement to us. 

“After surmounting many difficulties, we have at length got our 
press at work. Asa specimen of our printing I send you a Scrip- 
ture tract, which we have published. We expect to improve as we 
proceed. The work has been almost entirely performed by our 
own hands. The success of this beginning has encouraged us. We 
proceed immediately to print the Gospel of Matthew. We still 
make the Mahratta language our main study. For a year past I 
have employed a considerable portion of my time in the study of 
Sungskrit, and read several books in that deified language. I can 
now speak the Mahratta language with ease, and hope by and by to 
be able to preach in Guzerattee and Hindoostanee. 

“I have visited the excavations on the islands of Elephanta and 
Salsettee. The extent of these excavations in the solid rock is 
age y astonishing. As to the magnitude of the labour, and the 
olly of executing them, I think they must surpass the pyramids of 
Egypt. They are purely of a religious origin; but when or how 
they were executed is utterly unknown to the present inhabitants 
of the land. I shall not attempt any description of these amazing 
monuments of Hindoo idolatry; because, if I could do it to perfec- 
tion, it would be useless, since they are so ably described in books 
which have long been before the publick. 

“In reference to the geography of this part of India, I would say, 
that the country has a very strange appearance. As far as the eye 
can extend, all seems like one continued wilderness, though inuu- 
merable huts and villages are concealed under the wide-spreading 
branches of the cocoa-nut tree, which, in many places, is almost 
the only tree to be seen. A great part of the country is an uncul- 
tivated waste. The people having been so often conquered and 

lundered, the spirit of agriculture, and every kind of improvement, 
if it ever existed here, must of course be broken down, and the soil 
has become so impoverished, that however just the proverb once, 
‘rich as India,’ it would be more proper now to invert it and say, 
‘poor as India.’ 

“Great praise is due to the British government in India for the 
liberality and zeal with*which they have long laboured to save the 
natives from the calamity of the small pox by means of general vac- 
cination.” 


DOMESTICK. 


MISSION AND SCHOOL AMONG THE CHEROKEES. 


The Rev. Cyrus, Kingsbury, assisted by Messrs. Hall and Wil- 
jiams and their wives, is actively engaged in commencing an esta- 
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blishment among the Cherokees, which, it is hoped, will prove a per- 
manent blessing to that tribe. The government of the U. S. has 
a made a treaty with the Cherokees, the principal conditions 
of which are, that those families of the tribe, who are disposed to re- 
move across the Mississippi, shall have as much land on the White 
and Arkansas rivers, as they relinquish on the Tennessee; that each 
Indian shall receive a musket, a blanket, a kettle, and a steel-trap, 
and shall be removed at the expense of the United States; and that 
each head of a family, who chooses to remain in his present situation, 
shall retain a square mile of land for his own use. This land 
shall descend to his heirs, if he holds it during life; but if he aban- 
dons it, the government shall take possession of it. How large a 
part of the tribe will migrate we have no means of judging; nor can 
it be hastily ibicniank, whether a missionary establishment will 
accompany or follow them. The American Board &c. have it in 
contemplation to establish missionary schools among the Choctaws, 
Chickasaws, and Creeks, as speedily as possible. It is hoped, that 
an entrance will be made among the Choctaws the ensuing autumn. 
The government has very kindly and readily engaged to do as much 
for each of the tribes just mentioned, as was stipulated to be done 
for the Cherokees; that is, to build a house for the residence of the 
instructors, and a school-house, and to furnish some implements of 
husbandry and of domestick economy for the use ef the Indians. 


Letter from the Rev. CyrusKingsbury to a member of the Board. 
Chickamauzh, Cherokee Nation, June 30, 1817. 


Rev. AND DEAR siR,—It is with great satisfaction I once more 
find an opportunity or addressing you, and of relieving the painful 
anxiety which I know you have felt for the western mission. Truly 
the lord has dealt kindly with us, and we would praise his holy name. 
We have indeed had much labour and many cares; but, in a remar- 
kable manner, we have experienced the truth of that precious pro- 
mise, “as thy day is, so shall thy strength be;” and we feel more 
than compensated for all our labours by the cheering prospects of 
usefulness which are opening before us. But we rejoice with trem- 
bling, and would resign ourselves and the cause of Christ in this na- 
tion, to the hands of him, who does all things well. 

I arrived at this place on the 13th of January. The weather for 
some time after was extremely cold, for this climate, and I felt the 
want of comfortable lodging, having only a skin spread upon the floor 
and a thin covering of blankets; but my health was kindly preserved. 
Immediately on my arrival I commenced making preparation to cul- 
tivate the land, and commence the school on the plan proposed. On 
the 7th of March I had the great satisfaction of welcoming the arri- 
val of brethren Hall and Williams, with their wives. A kind Pro- 
vidence preserved them through many dangers and brought them to 
their destined place in safety. Since their arrival we have all, when 
health would permit, been employed from Monday morning till Sa- 
turday night, either in hard labour, or on journies for the mission. 
We have had to provide for a numerous family, and to make pre- 
parations for supplying the wante of a still greater one. In such a 
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situation, we felt it to be our indispensable duty to labour as far as 
health and strength would permit, tnat we might not be chargeable, 
Soon after our arrival in the nation, we opened our doors to receive 
children into our family, to teach them the rudiments of the En- 
glish language, the principles of the christian religion, and the arts 
of civilized life. The present number is twenty-six. 

These children are of different ages from four to eighteen years 
old. Some are full-blooded Cherokees; others three-fourths white. 
All speak the English well, except nine. Those whose Indian 
names are mentioned, have received names from us. We hope we 
have not been guilty of taking improper liberties. Six of the na- 
tive-children had beeen at school before, and regularly read a por- 
tion of Scripture at our family worship. ‘These have committed to 
memory since they came into our school, all the Sunday school cate- 
chism, and have now commenced Emerson’s. On the whole, we 
must say our children give us great satisfaction, both as to their de- 
portment and progress. Could the friends of this mission look into 
our school, and see these tawny sons and daughters of the forest lis- 
tening to our instructions, sitting at our table, and bowing around 
the family altar, we do not believe they would grudge the money 
they have given to commence the establishment. Noone has as yet 
left our schoo}, and we expect six or seven more in a few days. Be- 
sides this school, we have on the Sabbath a school for black people, 
in which there are generally from twenty to twenty-five, mestly 
adults, and two Cherokee men, and three white men. The conduct 
and improvement of all these is very pleasing: making in all about 
be ae that are occasionally or constantly our pupils. 

e have preaching on the Sabbath, and our congregation is re- 
spectable and constantly increasing. Last Sabbath there were 
nearly one hundred, most of whom could understand our language. 
After a sermon in English, I endeavoured to speak by an interpreter 
to those, who did not understand it; but the interpreter not well un- 
derstanding the language, found it difficult to communicate what I 
wished to say. One of the men observed, that it would be well if I 
could tell them in their own language these good things. ‘The audi- 
ence appear attentive and solemn, and much more regular than many 
where I have been present in the settlements. The blossoms may 
Jook promising in spring, when there is no fruit in autumn. 

With respect to the manner in which we live,I wish to give you full 
satisfaction, if time and room permit. So many have been our in- 
conveniences, and so much labour upon our hands, that we could not 
have that division of duties, which we hope hereafter to observe. 
Previous to the arrival of my brethren, the business of the mission 
had all been conducted by myself. This circumstance, together 
with their feeble health, made it necessary that I should still con- 
tinue to bear the burthen of cares, and of the business abroad. ‘This 
has left me no time for study or for writing. I mention the circum- 
stance, that you may know the reason why I did not write sooner. 
My brethren have always been anxious to relieve me from so much 
attention to secular business: and, a few days since, I gave the over- 
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sight of the business entirely into the hands of brother Williams. 
This has relieved my mind Boom a weight of cares, which, together 
with my other duties, I found too great to bear. Brother Hall has, 
from the first, had the charge of the school; and when out assists in 
the work we have to do. It was my original calculation for us all to 
live in one family, and the children to board together with us. But 
on account of sister Hall's health, we judged it best for them, (bro- 
ther and sister H.) to occupy a house by themselves, where they 
could have things a little more comfortable than in the family. Six 
or seven female children will board with them. Respecting these 
girls, we had felt much anxiety. They had been accustomed to 
somewhat different living, from what we could give our numerous 
family, and their parents wished to have some distinction made. 
This could not be done while they lived in the same family. After 
it was determined that brother and sister Hall should live by them- 
selves, we thought it best to place these children in their family. 
It is doubtful whether we shall think it expedient to continue this 
arrangement long. Sister Williams has the charge of the family 
business. ‘The family that we had engaged to assist us, did not feel 
able to bear their proportion of labour, and have quit our service, 
at a time when their assistance was most wanted. But the Lord 
gives us strength, and so we get along. 

For several weeks, we have had from five to eight hired men, and 
two hired black girls in the kitchen. A part of this help is employ- 
ed on our buildings. The expense of these we expect will be re- 
funded by the government agent. This leads me to mention a cir- 
cumstance, unknown as yet [ suppose by the committee, viz: that 
none of the buildings to be erected aL Erne are completed, 
and only the school-house is raised. This has subjected us to great 
inconvenience and much expense. But it was not owing to any 
neglect on the part of the agent. The first man that undertook to 
erect the buildings, failed; and the second has advanced no further 
than just stated. Whether it was best to go forward with the school, 
even under all our inconveniences, and at an increased expense, 
did not admit of a question. We were persuaded that the welfare 
of the mission, and the wishes of its benefactors, required that the 
school should go into immediate operation; and that we ought to 
trust in God for the means of carrying it on. 

We have been obliged to build four log cabins for dwelling houses. 
These will accommodate our scholars, when our other houses are 
erected. We are now engaged in making and burning about twenty- 
thousand bricks, for our cLinaiden must soon burn lime for the 
same, and dig two cellars and a well. All this business comes upon 
us, when we are most busy on our plantation. But it was work, that 
was indispensable, with our numerous family, and we thought it 
better to do it at once, than to be two or three years about it. We 
now have our meal to transport forty or fifty miles, and we use near 
a bushel aday. This renders it necessary that we should have a 
mill immediately; and we are in daily expectation of a man to 
huild it. The probable cost will be from a hundred to a hundred 
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and fifty dollars. We have tried to get along without convenien- 
ces, but we cannot succeed. The object, we feel to be a great and 
a good one, and we cannot think of abandoning it, because it will 
cost a little money. 

Agreeably to our instructions we have endeavoured to lay the 
foundation of the establishment “broad and lasting.” Weare daily 
confirmed in the opinion, that when this is once done, the annual 
expense of the school will be small, compared with its importance. 
Qur great resources will be from the cultivation of the land, and b 
raising stock. ‘There is land contiguous and of good quality, and 
to any extent that we may need. We have exerted ourselves to 
get in as large a crop as possible. Particulars on this subject and 
respecting stuck, I have mentioned in a letter to the treasurer and 
will not repeat them. 

Perhaps some will think, that we are tardy in our operations; 
and that instead of one, we ought to have had two or three schools, 
in a state of forwardness. I will not say but we could have done 
more; but if our labours could be futty asi, I think most per- 
sons would acquit us of the charge of indolence. We cannot 
doubt the expediency of directing all our attention and resources 
to one school in the first instance. Our present ability will admit 
of no greater exertions; and the Indians would wish to know whe- 
ther we were likely to do them good, before we increased our esta- 
blishment. But we confidently hope, that the board will soon be 
able to furnish us with the means and the assistance sega to 
commence another. There can be no doubt but it will be grati ying 
to the nation to have two or three established, as soon as it shall be 
practicable. ‘The present is an experiment; but, so far as we can 
judge, one which promises to be successful. And we think no labour 
or expense should be spared to put the means into extensive opera- 
tion. 

Since I commenced this letter, brother Hall has been violently 
seized with symptoms of a fever; but by the blessing of God, on 
the means used, they are removed, and he is fast recovering. His 
illness has brought additional labours upon us. Please to accept 
this circumstance as an apology for the hasty manner in which this 
letter is written. We are at times ready to sink under our labours; 
but when we think how many encouragements we have, and how 
often we have been supported, we are astonished at our inconstancy 
and unbelief. 


2 


ADDRESS 


Of the Board of Managers of the United Foreign Missionary Soci- 
ety, to the three Denominations united in this Institution. 


The period of harmony and evangelical exertion has at length 
arrived. It will give pleasure to the friends of Zion to hear, that 
the three great denominations in America who are allied to each 
other by the form of their ecclesiastical government, as well as by 
a common faith, have entered, unitedly and in earnest, on the busi- 
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ness of foreign missions. The Presbyterians, the Reformed Dutch 
Church, and members of the Associate Reformed Church, with per- 
fect harmony, and under the sanction of their highest judicatories, 
have formed an institution which they have denominated Tue Unt- 
TED Foreicn Misstonary Society. This memorable event took 
place in the city of New-York on the 28th July, 1817—a day se- 
cond to none which this city has ever seen, except that which gave 
birth to the American Bible Society. 

On the 28th of July, a respectable number of the friends of mis- 
sions, convened by a second joint committee of the three judicato- 
ries, proceeded with great harmony and zeal to organize the socie- 
ty, and appoint a board of managers for the present year. 

The board of managers thus constituted, beg leave to call the 
attention of their brethren of the three denominations to the great 
object of their appointment. They extend their address no-further, 
because they are unwilling to thrust themselves into the ficld of 
anotber; but they are happy to state, that the society which they 
represent is open to individuals of all denominations who may 
choose to join them. To their own brethren they appeal with con- 
fidence, and congratulate them most sincerely, that now at length 
a treasury is opened to receive the charities which they may design 
for the heathen and the destitute. We have been too tardy in this 
matter. We have suffered other denominations to run before us in 
this work of the Lord. For more than twenty years Christians in 
Europe have been setting us a noble example. They have shed a 
light through Asia and Africa, and taught untutored lips to sing the 
song of salvation in the islands of the Reuthern Ocean. Our breth- 
ren in New-England have lately made an honourable beginning. 
They have done much to redeem the American character, but their 
exertions could not supersede the necéssity of ours. A small sec- 
tion, containing scarcely more than a fortieth part of the territory 
belonging to the United States, could not be expected, however po- 
pulous and respectable, to manage the missionary concerns of the 
whole. These three denominations, who hold so conspicuous a 
standing on all the ground south and west of that single section, 
could not answer it to God or their consciences should they relin- 

uish this work to others, or leave it altogether undone. The In- 
ion tribes lie within our own borders, and are fairly cast upon our 
care. As soon as the southern forests yield to the hand of cultiva- 
tion, our limits will extend to Mexico; and the whole region of death 


~ from the river Del Norte to Cape Horn, including more than one 


uarter of the circumference of the globe, will reach from our own 
oor. Who on earth, rather than ourselves, are the people to pour 
the river of life through that desolate region? On what plea can we 
turn off this honourable toil upon others? Can we allege poverty? 
We own a large share hart qumatd of the whole country, and are 
daily advancing in wealth with unparallelled rapidity. A smal! part 


of what is rusting on our hands would be sufficient to convey the 
one to every cottage and every aching heart in America. 
ear brethren. with 


no ordinary pleasure we acknowledge the 
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zeal and liberality with which you have lately come forward in sup- 
port of Bible Societies. In this you have done well; and some of 
you may be tempted to think that you have done enough. But suf. 
ter us to say, that one thing more remains to be done to give effica- 
cy to your benevolent exertions. The Bible will have little effect 
among rude nations without a living preacher. Your efforts thug 
far have supplied materials for a missionary society to employ: sup- 
port missionary institutions or your labours will be half in vain, 
The American Bible Society will soon furnish editions of the Span- 
ish and Portuguese Scriptures for Mexico and South America—in 
vain, unless you raise up missionaries to carry them forth, and to 
ompuin and inculcate their sacred contents. With what prodigious 
influence these two institutions may aid the operations of each other! 
With both, the whole system is complete; with one alone, it is de- 
fective and will prove ineffectual. If you are the friends of the one, 
be the supporters of the other. 

Brethren, have you considered the extent of the divine claims on 
your charity? Have you studied the laws given to the Hebrews on 
this subject? It has been affirmed that with the rates fixed in the sta- 
tutes of that nation, and with the free-will offerings required, a gene- 
rous and conscientious Hebrew would not get through the year with- 
out giving away one half of his income. e shall not stop to settle 
pepe? but we are persuaded that the extent of God’s demands 

as not been sufficiently studied. The age is opening when this 
subject is to be better understood, and when christians will look 
back to the contractedness of former years, as we now do to the ig- 
norance of the dark ages. Let those who wish to please God begin 
the examination at once, and anticipate the wisdom and holiness of 
their posterity. : 

Dear brethren, have you surveyed the greatness of the work which 
the providence of God has cast upon your hands? There are in the 
world, at the lowest calculation, five hundred and fifty millicns of 
Pagans and Mahometans, comprehending more than two thirds of 
the human family. Besides these, there are a hundred millions 
attached to the church af Rome, and many millions more belonging 
to other Christian communions, who are sunk in deplorable igno- 
rance, their knowledge in many instances scarcely transcending 
that of the heathen. ‘The Protestant world, on which devolves the 
chief labour of enlightening seven hundred millions of benighted be- 
ings, is comparatively small. And when the calamitous state of 
many of the Protestant churches on the continent of Europe is con- 
sidered, a very large part of that body in which dwells the spirit of 
efficient missions is really found in the United States. If the thirty 
millions on our own continent who are sunk in pagan or papal dark- 
ness were assigned to our three denominations, it would not be one 
half, probavly not one quarter, of what would fall to our lot in a 
fair division of the world among the sound and active parts of the 
Protestant church. 

Brethren we have slept too long over this immense interest. ‘This 
mighty task is laid upon us by the plain direction of heayen, and we 
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are just preparing to begin the work! By all our tears we cannot re- 
call the years that are past; but if the love or fear of God be in 
our hearts, we must strain every nerve to redeem the time that is 
lost. It is calculatetl that .twenty thousand, of those who have 
come to years of discretion, die daily from the pagan and Mahomet- 
an world, besides the vast numbers which go from popish countries, 
and other benighted regions nominally Christian. It is not for us 
to limit the operations of the divine Spirit, and pronounce that 
none are saved without the gospel; but from the concurrent voice 
of revelation and modern travellers, we are compelled to believe 
that the mass of the heathen live and die grossly wicked. Such a 
current constantly discharging itself into the burning lake, and one 
half otf Christendom asleep! Othat our heads were waters, and ouc 
eyes a fountain of tears! In the name of God, dear brethren, 
awake. By the blood and tears of Calvary, by the sorrows of a 
soul that has no God, we beseech you, brethren, awake. 

We entreat you also by the value of your own spiritual interest 
and that of your children. Of all the means of exalting and en- 
nobling the human character, these benevolent exertions for the sal- 
vation of others are among the most effectual. Why should these 
three denominations, raised to heaven in other respects, lose so in- 
estimable a means of advancing the holiness and happiness of them- 
selves and their posterity? 

Our long slumber over this infinite concern has too much resem- 
bled the sleep of death. Is it not high time for us all to awake to- 
gether? Without this we must still resign the mass of the heathen 
to everlasting despair. What will avail the tears and struggles of 
a few? There is need of a general and simultaneous motion through 
all our churches. Has not that hour come? Will you not all rise 
up to the work as one man? Will you not without delay cast in 
your prayers, your counsels, and your contributions? Will not the 
societies formed among you to support foreign missions, become 
auxiliary to this? Will not your associations for the education of 
pagan children, remember the children on their own continent and 
cast in their offerings here? Will not new institutions, expressly in 
aid of this, be raised up in every town and village within our bounds? 
Shall not every individual who has a son! to save and an account to 
render, feel that he has a part to act in this great concern? Will 
‘not our mothers and sisters come forward to a work se suited to 
their tenderness and benevolence, and so fitted to spread a new 
loveliness around the female character? Will not the generous ein- 
ulations of the young be awakened? Shall not our dear children 
learn in this school the noblest of all lessons—to relieve the misera- 
ble and please their Saviour—and acquire the richest legacy that 
we can leave them—the habit of doing good? Shall not our whole 
population thus combine in one great and continued effort to give 
the gospel to a perishing world? 

By order of the Board, 
STEPHEN VAN RENSSELAER, Pres’t, 
PHILIP MILLEDOLER, Cor. Sec’y. 
New-York, August 6, 1817 
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‘ MISCELLANEOUS. 


HARPER’S FERRY. 


It was just at noon, when I reached the top of the hill, descend- 
ing to the Ferry. A burning sun could not rob me of the enjoy- 
ment of the view. The Shenandoah and Potomack had run low, 
and laid almost naked their rocky beds. The frowning cliffs, left, 
as it were, to occupy all the beholder’s soul, seemed new rent, and 
just from the rod of Him, who had shivered a channel-way through 
the mountain, and bid another pool of the deluge disembogue, and 
leave the upper country for its master, Man. We often speak of 
the Potomack, the Hudson, &c. breaking their way through the 
mountains; but where are the examples of such a detrusive power, 
and where are the vast masses of rock swept out to forin such a deep 
and level bed? No, Omy God, every new view I gain of this shat- 
tered earth, prepares me to accord firmer and firmer credit to thy 
written i. more and more convinces me, that volume is not 
only the sole guide to salvation, and the only pure system of mora- 
lity; but the grand store-house of important and authentick facts in 
the history of the world, and the best general guide in the studies 
of nature. Infidelity never chose a worse ground to impugn reve- 
lation, than geology. Who can repress the smile of triumph to see 
one philosopher on one side of the Straits of Sicily profoundly de- 
monstrating, from the strata of lava, that the world must be, at least, 
fourteen or fifteen thousand years old, and another, on the opposite 
coast, as wisely proving, from the same data, it cannot be more than 
three or four thousand? ‘Professing themselves wise, they became 
fools.”” 

With agreeable surprise, I was told that much regularity, and 
attention to the concerns of religion prevailed at the armoury. It 
was pleasant to find that even in a manufactory of the weapons of 
death, the word of eternal life, from many lips had been preached 
not without success. 

Like other visiters, I was shown about 22,000 stands of arms in 
the arsenal. Five thousand of these were rifles. A great improve- 
ment has been introduced in adding the bayonet to the end of the 
rifle. Improvement! O when will language bear the benevolent 
stamp of the Gospel? 

Twenty-two thousand stands of arms cost the United States 
$11,000 dollars. Bibles may be printed for 50 cents a copy: 22,000 
arms are equal to 622,000 Bibles. How many school-houses might 
be built with the cost of the publick works! War tends vastly to- 
wards degeneracy. One hundred hands are employed in the works; 
fifty had been just discharged. Suppose these instead of gunsmiths 
were missionaries, or school teachers. What a blessing to the 
world! A. B. 

Montgomery, Sept. 10, 1817. 
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SurERSTITI0N.—Not long since a lady, who lives six miles from 
the Capital, assured me, such was the effect of first impressions 
there, that her neighbours, of several religious denominations, con- 
stantly attempt to catch water on Holy Thursday. The way is to 
set out all the spare vessels in the open air, so that if it should raia 
that day, they may catch the water pure from the sky without its 
touching any building. Great virtue is attributed to this liquid: by 
some it is bottled up for sacred purposes, by others for family use. 
For some it is medicine, for some it is holy water. 


wee «Oe 


Mr. Russett—lIf the following lines have sufficient merit to 
entitle them to a place in the Messenger, you are at liberty to print 
them; otherwise they may be thrown by. 


Adieu, ye fair fields, where in childhood I wandered, 
To the glen deep embowered and bedded with green; 

Where the clear flowing streamlet so slowly meandered, 
Reluctant to part from so gentle a scene. 


At noon-tide how oft on those banks have I slumbered; 
How often drank health from the fresh passing breeze; 
While wrapt in soft musings, Heaven’s favours I numbered—- 
Home, friends, and religion, contentment, and ease. 


There I whispered the first simple strains of devotion, 
Affliction parental had taught me to raise; 

O ne’er can P quit without tender emotion 
The hills that have echo’d my earliest praise, 


I go whither sternest necessity drives me; 
But if frowning misfortune life’s journey attend, 

To this torn heart a cordial, one thought shall revive me— 
Heaven knows my integrity! God is my friend! 


By the tempest of Time, when I’m rock’d to repose, 
When the friends gone before me have welcomed me home, 
The vale. where life’s morn on me cloudless arose, 
Sweet vale of endearments! afford me a tomb. 
Dartmouth College, May, 1812. 


> 


COMMUNICATED. 


‘Our Father which art in Heaven.” 


Father, in Heaven! does God who made, 
And rules the universal frame, 

Say does he own a Father’s love, 
And answer to a Father’s name? 
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Saviour divine! cleanser of guilt! 


Redeemer of a ruined race! = 
These are thy cheering words and this v 
The kind assurance of thy grace. - 
My God! my Father! may I dare, = 


(I all debas’d with sin defiled.) 
These awful soothing names to join? 
Am I thy creature, and thy child? 


Art thou my Father? then no more 

My sins shall tempt me to despair; 
A Father pities and forgives, 

And hears a child’s repentant prayer. 


Art thou my Father? let me strive 
With all my powers to learn thy will, 
To make thy service all my care, 
And all thy kind commands fulfil. 


Art thou my Father? teach my heart 
Compassion for another’s woe, 
And ever to each child of thine 
A brother’s tenderness to shew. 


Art thou my Father? then I know 
When pain, or want, or griefs oppress 

They come but from a Father’s hand, 
Which wounds to heal, afflicts to bless. 


Art thou my Father? then in doubt 
And darkness when I grope my way, 

Thy light shall shine upon my path 
And make my darkness like thy day. 


~~ . mm ee we be owe 


Art thou my Father? then no more 
Tremble my soul at death’s alarms! 
He comes a messenger of love, 
To bear me to a Father’s arms. 


My God, my Father! I am vile 
ans to forget thee, weak and blind, 
Be thou my help, my strength, my trust, 
Hope of my heart, light of my mind. 
F. S. KEY. 


—— 
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